


VWe are an organization focused on
discussing cosplay, helping each other
and hosting meetus.

Host events every other month

Provide a judge free environment for

learning
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COSPLAY MEETUPS




Cosplay is a mashup of the words
Costume & Play
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WHAT IS
COSPLAY?

't is the art of making, wearing and
embodying your favorite characters.

Started in the 80's with American
POp culture

Transformed by Japanese Anime
popularity

Reintroduced to the US and
evolved into an art form



ﬁ‘ Store Bought Cosplay

0% Craftsmanship

° Closet / Casual Cosplay

LEVELS
OF
}.cosPLAY

P 4

0-50% Craftsmanship

° Handmade Cosplay

7= 4 o ' 100% Craftsmanship

O WHY DID I DO THIS

1000% Craftsmanship



Skills required W

Money Skill $$$ w

Can | compete in this?

Only performance-based categories, e.g., Skits

How?

Look for the character or series on a retail welbsite.
- BUY ITIWEARIT! Optional: Alter it

STORE
BOUGHT




Skills required
Ability to put together an outfit for a theme.

E.g., Pajama, Christmas, Festival %ﬁ
Can | compete in this?

Depends on the percent of items crafted

How?

Pick a character, imagine them in a particular

CLOSET / setting, coordinate an outfit that character

CASUAL would wear to that event or location.




5 cosplays
—.Characies




Skills required '\ .

~
Sewing, leather crafting or armor making ’ﬁ\

Can | compete in this?

Absolutely!
How?

Gather references (or make your own), list all the pieces you have to

make or buy, take it step by step.

HANDMADE
COSPLAY




Skills required: ALL OF THEM

Can | compete in this? You owe it to yourself

How? Try not to cry, cry a lot

OH NO WHY
DID 1 DO THIS

Arnizriofitarou (A YWirru)
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Choosing Your Cosplay

Ask yourself "WHY do | want to
cosplay?”

Do you like the character?

E vl
| | el Rile
Do you like the character design? ‘T‘ L B
Do you relate to the series? A ; '
Do you want to join your friends in
a group?

Does it fit your skill level?

Is it a challenge for you?




Episode Vilel
Screen P . REFERENCES
Capture % ; - i St oo Art BOOK

Gather references from Y e

Tove, we rnpad shen s . Mok s s 8 cop, Arru P I,

media for your character. e e

e . s i plocd i o R oevd o o v

Movies, Video Games, B =5
Comics, Manga, Anime, 3D ,

models, Art books, etc. Even & w
fan created art. w

Research how each piece could be made.

REFERENCES &
RESEARCH

“Spandex What materials could it be made of?

What have others used to make the same piece?
Suede

How would you attach it to yourself?

What colors should you use?



\-

Where can | get fabric?

W

Buy more than you think you need

Order swatches for online fabric

Hoard coupons!



Types of Foam

EVA Foam Insulation Foam

Craft Foam

mm

3 S

5mm
10mm

2mm !
mm

Walmart Lowes / Home Depot Lowes
Hobby Lobby Harbor Freight Home Depot
JoAnn JoAnn

AMmazon Amazon

TNT Cosplay Supply



Commercially available cosplay patterns!




Beginner
machine,
cheaper and
easy to learn.
Has knolbs to
adjust stitches
and tension.

Mechanical

. “‘A\ \\\ A

Upgrade. Digital
with automatic
tension and
built in stitches
like button
holes.

Electronic

Very expensive.
Embroidery and
decorative
stitches. LCD
display and
software to use.

Computerized

Heavy Duty: Leather and thick materials
Serger / Overlocker: Professional finished edges



Use a similar fabric to your final design

MUCKUPFO | Try on several times for fit and ease




Where can | get wigs?
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Melted filament

(plastic) printed

from a 3D model Liquid resin.
exposed to UV light

3D models from Etsy or Thingiverse

Go to your local library or find a
commissioner

Buy or build your own 3D printer



Cosplay and Competitions

Categories of Difficulty

Beginner
Intermediate
Master

Craftsmanship

Majority of the cosplay needs to be
handmade

Pre-judging

Be able to tell a panel of judges about
your process, usually with a portfolio

Photo Credit:
Senpai Noticed Me

Stage Presence
Become your character

Awards! Qg?/



%S:OSPLAY IS FOR FUN! <
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()
QUESTIONS?

Download this presentation at

www.LouisianaCosplayers.com/event/pa Nt




